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Great work from all our Manu Korero speakers over the last two days. Derek 

gave an outstanding prepared senior English Korimako speech and was placed 

4th in this section! Jasmine won third place in the junior English Sir Turi Carroll 

contest and Koha won the best female speaker in the senior Maori Pei Te Hurinui 

Jones competition. Congratulations to all our speakers for your hard work and to 

all teachers and whanau who helped with our students' preparation. For the first 

time this year Manu Korero in Tamaki Makau Rau is split into two sections: North 

West and South East. Our students represented Kia Aroha College in the South 

East region. An amazing two days with inspirational young people. Congratula-

tions to all speakers and to our Tamaki representatives for the National Manu 

Korero to be held in Napier in September 

We are very proud of our up an coming movie star, Year 10 
student, Calae Hignett-Morgan. Read all about Calae in this 
story below and about his second film, "Orphans and King-"Orphans and King-

doms".doms".  
 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

   
   

Talent Discovery Talent Discovery Talent Discovery 
Spotlight: Spotlight: Spotlight:    

Introducing Introducing Introducing 
Calae Calae Calae    

HignettHignettHignett---Morgan.Morgan.Morgan. 
 
 
 

While casting the NZ Feature Film 'Genesis – The Dark Horse' 
in early 2013, I conducted hundreds of auditions within Auck-
land Schools in the search for new young talent. It was at Kia 
Aroha College in Otara that I discovered Calae. 
 
Calae had never done any acting before and was focused on 
a Football (Soccer) career. He was nervous and a bit shy at 
first, but I immediately saw what a great listener he was with-
in a scene and how he naturally responded to the reader, 
took brave risks - and no matter what he had fun. His poten-
tial was clear. His (then) shy nature made him a perfect fit for 
the role of 'Piripi', which he performed alongside industry 
heavyweights Cliff Curtis, (Whale Rider) Kirk Torrance 
(Outrageous Fortune) and James Rolleston (Boy). 

When Director Paolo Rotondo asked me if I could suggest any young 
actors for a leading role in his Escalator Feature 'Orphans & Kingdoms', 
Calae came to mind, he was the right age, the right talent level, but for 
this particular role I worried - was he too shy?... Not anymore! The 
experience on 'The Dark Horse' had given Calae a great boost and he 
had truly come out of his shell. He was confident, outgoing and profes-
sional with a bold sense of humour. I continued to work with Calae as 
his Acting Coach throughout the filming of 'Orphans & Kingdoms'. He 
was a great energy to have on set, and a joy to work with. 
 
Calae is now represented by professional actor's agency Johnson&Laird. 
 
Already proven a strong dramatic performer, Calae would love an   
opportunity to act in a Comedy in the near future. I see great things    
in store for him. Definitely one to watch! 
http://www.nziff.co.nz/2014/auckland/orphans-kingdoms/ 
 
The countdown is now on until the world premiere of “The Dark “The Dark 

Horse”Horse” on the 17th July at the prestigious Opening Night of the New 
Zealand International Film Festival.  
 
The Dark Horse is an inspiring, emotionally charged drama about a 

man who finds the courage to lead, 
despite his own adversities. The film  
was written and directed by James 
Napier Robertson and produced by 
Tom Hern and Four Knights Film, 
Transmission Films New Zealand. 

Movie Star In The MixMovie Star In The Mix   

http://www.nziff.co.nz/2014/auckland/orphans-kingdoms/
http://orphansandkingdoms.com/assets/shared/phpThumb/phpThumb.php?src=/uploads/websites/107/1402568029.jpeg&w=1000


Gardening at Kia Aroha College!Gardening at Kia Aroha College!   

What an amazing day this was. All these people working together 

to provide us with marae gardens and absolutely everything we 

needed to establish these—tools, soil, timber, plants and a huge 

number of workers—TWO BUSLOADS from Bunnings and our fab-

ulous Neighbourhood Police Team who pitched in to help the 

project! What  a great effort  from the community for the commu-

nity. We can’t thank everyone who helped enough! We are com-

pletely blown away and are very appreciative!  

We were privileged to host and welcome 10 
participating schools to the second FAGASA 
(Organisation for the Teaching of Samoan 
Language in Aotearoa) regional speech con-
test last week. Our thanks to staff, families, 
students and schools for making this such a 
great day. Congratulations to all speakers 
who did their schools proud. Special congrat-
ulations to our 8 Kia Aroha College speakers 
who were all placed either 1st or 2nd in their 
sections. The winner of each year level from 
Y5 to Y13 now represents Auckland in the 
FAGASA National competition in Wellington 
in August. 

 
RESULTS 
YEAR 5 
1. PJ Sauaga - Sir Edmund Hillary Collegiate 
2. Sausofaraina Fepulea’I - Sylvia Park School 
3. Sosene Toelau - Henderson South Primary 
 

YEAR 6 
1. Auega Esau - Henderson South Primary 
2. Madison Fouvale - Sir Edmund Hillary Colle-
giate 
3. Jane Fa’asavalu - Robertson Road School 
 

Congratulations to our Year 7/8 Girls’ 

Basketball team who are the Champions of 

the recent South-East Zone Basketball 

League Tournament. Their coach, Matua 

Kennedy says the girls trained consistent-

ly every day at morning tea. Their perfor-

mance in all the games was outstanding 

with teamwork building with each game. 

What we lacked in height we made up in 

agility and finesse in our play. We were 

the only school from South Auckland, 

making us stand out in this event. The 

girls only lost one game– their first, and 

finally won against Eastern Dragons in a 

closely contested 14-13 final. The girls 

were presented with their medals at a 

whole school assembly last Friday. 

South East Zone South East Zone   
Basketball ChampionsBasketball Champions   

YEAR 7 
1. Joseph Losivale - Weymouth Intermediate 
2. Taufa’anuu Feagaiga - Kia Aroha College 
3. Mahonri Lokeni - Kowhai Intermediate 
 

YEAR 8 
1. = Frances Moe - Kia Aroha College and Victori 
Soti - Mangere Central School 
2. Tavita Fa’amausili - Kowhai Intermediate 
3. Melina Savelio - Weymouth Intermediate 
 

YEAR 9 
1. Faith Ipiniu - Kia Aroha College 
2. Jonina Tunai - St Marys College 
3. Mafua Matapula - De La Salle College 
 

YEAR 10 
1. Atiae Eteuati - De La Salle College 
2. Pauamea Seiuli - Kia Aroha College 
3. Senerital Patele - St Marys College 
 

YEAR 11 
1. Lupesina - St Marys College 
2. Pearl Ipiniu - Kia Aroha College 
 

YEAR 12 
1. Natalia Malaesala - Kia Aroha College 
 

YEAR 13 
1. Laine Feagaiga - Kia Aroha College 
2. Taavao Leilua - Kia Aroha College 


